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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: "ones" 
should be "one". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5-7, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,721,398 to Pitcher. 

Pitcher discloses all the elements of independent claim 1, including a unified 
messaging system (abstract) that serves to interconnect a subscriber with a plurality of 
independently operable messaging services (column 3, lines 64 to 66) to which they 
subscribe (column 3, lines 37 to 46 and column 4, lines 43 to 50, a plurality of nodes 
acting independently in a distributed system in which a user receives messages from 
the nodes of various messaging types), comprising: 

sign-on service means (column 6, lines 6 to 9 and 29 to 32), accessible to a 
subscriber via a communication medium (Id., telephone or web), for providing said 
subscriber with a single point of access (Id., telephone or web access allows a 
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subscriber single point of access to in-box) for a plurality of independently operable 
messaging services (see above) that are accessible to said sign-on service means (see 
column 6) via said communication medium (telephone or web); and 

unified service access means (column 10 , lines 18 to 64) for sharing personal 
address book and calendaring applications (column 10, lines 58 to 61) among said 
plurality of independently operable messaging services via said communication medium 
(Id.)- 

The rejection of independent claim 1 is hereby incorporated and same the 
reasoning is applied. 

Pitcher discloses all the steps of independent claim 7, including a method of 
providing a unified messaging service (abstract) that serves to interconnect a subscriber 
with a plurality of independently operable messaging services (column 3, lines 64 to 66) 
to which they subscribe (column 3, lines 37 to 46 and column 4, lines 43 to 50, a 
plurality of nodes acting independently in a distributed system in which a user receives 
messages from the nodes of various messaging types), comprising: 

providing said subscriber with a single point of access (column 6, lines 6 to 9 and 
29 to 32, telephone or web access allows a subscriber single point of access to in-box), 
via a sign-on service interface (Id.), accessible to a subscriber via a communication 
medium (Id., telephone or web) for a plurality of independently operable messaging 
services (see above) that are accessible to said sign-on service means (column 6) via 
said communication medium (telephone or web); and 
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sharing personal address book and calendaring applications (column 10, lines 58 
to 61) among said plurality of independently operable messaging services via said 
communication medium (column 10, lines 18 to 64). 

Pitcher discloses all the elements/steps of dependent claims 5 and 1 1 , including 
means for enabling said subscriber to move seamlessly among the allowed messaging 
services to share personal address book and calendaring applications. See column 10, 
lines 58 to 61 , work group features. 

Pitcher also discloses all the elements/steps of dependent claims 6 and 12, 
including means to enable said subscriber to access said sign-on service means via a 
one of a Telephone User Interface and a WEB User Interface using a laptop or personal 
computer. See column 6, lines 6 to 67, telephone or web access. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pitcher in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0022006 to Bass et 
al. 

Pitcher teaches all the elements/steps of dependent claims 2 and 8, except 
means responsive to said subscriber signing on to the sign-on service means, for 
accessing subscriber's account profile information located in said sing-on service 
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means in a centralized profile for messaging services. But, Pitcher teaches a single 
point of sign-on access (rejection of claims 1 and 7), as does Bass (abstract). Bass 
also teaches that their single sign-on method uses a user directory server for centrally 
managing user information. See paragraph 7. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the single 
sign-one method taught by Bass in the system of Pitcher in order to access the 
subscriber's account profile information, which would be centrally located because the 
single sign-on approach taught by Bass allows greater flexibility than requiring individual 
applications (or in the case of Pitcher, nodes) to access the user directory directly. See 
paragraph 24. 

The rejections of claims 2 and 8 are hereby incorporated and the same 
reasoning is applied. Pitcher teaches all the elements/steps of dependent claims 3 and 
9, including means for allowing the subscriber to access one of said plurality of 
independently operable messaging services that are enabled in their account profile. 
See column 6, line 4 to column 8, line 67, which teaches the various ways in which a 
user can access the independently operable messaging services and the ways and 
types of messages that may be collected. However, Pitcher does not teach directory 
means for authenticating said subscriber. But, Bass teaches a single sign-on method 
that includes authentication. See abstract. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the single sign-one method taught by Bass in the 
system of Pitcher in order to authenticate the subscriber because the single sign-on 
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approach taught by Bass allows greater flexibility than requiring individual applications 
(or in the case of Pitcher nodes) to access the user directory directly (see paragraph 
24). 

Pitcher in view of Bass also teaches all the elements/steps of dependent claims 4 
and 10, including wherein said directory means contains subscriber profile data 
including at least one of: mobile telephone number, spoken name, e-mail address, 
services access, and links to the personal address book and calendar servers. See 
Bass, claim 4 and Pitcher, column 4, lines 10 to 15. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 to 12 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. In view of the amendments to the claims, the rejections of claims 4 and 1 0 under 
35 USC 112, second paragraph are withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie E. Stein, Esq. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 am-5:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JES 




